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report on Foreign Affairs, I requested him to hear me a few moments
longer on a personal matter. I had, I said, the impression that,
though after the events of November he h;id seemed convinced that
my attitude had been just, and above all absolutely loyal, he no
longer placed the same confidence in me. Whether, or by whom, I
had been libelled was a question I did not care to discuss. But I
could not continue to shoulder the heavy burden of office unless
I felt convinced that I had the entire confidence of my sovereign, I
might have erred in this or that individual matter, since nobody is
infallible, but I had never desired anything but to prevent serious
discord between the Throne and the people* All my efforts had
been directed towards preserving for the Kmperor the confidence
of the Federal princes, towards calming their growing agitation
and that of precisely those (iermann best disposed towards His
Majesty and the Empire* I wished the Kaiser to retain his people's
confidence and love. Such had been the course I hud tried to steer
through past storms, and I felt that now, more than ever before, the
Throne, enjoyed the affection and reliance both of the princes and
of the nation as a whole* But if the Kmperor had ceased in any way
to trust me I begged him to be gracious enough to allow me to
resign. This he could do without misgivings. 1 should neither
start i trend* against him nor cause him any other unpleasantness.
1 should retire with the heartfelt wish to see him enjoy a long and
happy reign.
The Emperor thanked me for my candour. It was a relief to
him to be able, on his part too, to speak frankly, I le certainly had
had the impression that I had not shown sufficient energy in con-
tradicting^ as entirely without foundation, all the attacks levelled
against his person*
In the course of the conversation which followed this, I observed,
respectfully but plainly, that the opinions he had expressed to various
people, in the course of his stay in Kngland, the opinions which
Colonel Stuart Wortley had summed up in the Daily Tthgrafh
article, had been of a nature to create agitation in Germanv, and to
cause us grave difficulties abroad* His Majesty answered that, at
the time, he had either wired or written to me from England all that
had subsequently appeared in the Dai/y TclegMth. Iwas. obliged
to deny this most decisively, and the Emperor admitted that he had
either announced to me beforehand what he thought he was going
to say, or had told me what he had said when he had said^ifc But
even this was not exact, and so I was obliged to inform him, Etc
then began to speak of the injustice with which the world in genew
so often treated him* I pointed out a number of recent incidents